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"B JR Jor'd War 11 in Enrope was
¥ vearly . over when, on 6
W Merch 1945, Gen, Gearge 5.

- Patton, Jt, Commander of the famons
United States Third Army, ordered:a

Task Forcs from the Foudth Armored -
Division compriging 294 men-and 53 -

vehicles and composed of Sheéman
tanks, light tanks, F0S milliteter assault
guns, halftracks and jeeps to break
thtough the German iront lines at
Ashaffénburg on 2 strange mission.
Capt. Abraham Beum was in command
of the Task Force whose missinn was to
head for Harmmelourg, 67 mileg away,
and libcrate the American wiTivers who
werg imprisoned in Oftag X11IB and
bring back g3 many 2s they could.
Articles and bovks have been writ-
ten abowt Gen. Pawton’s abottive raid
to Oflag XIIB, {Offizizrslager), an

American officers’ prizon camp at.

Hammelburg, in which, it just so hap-
pened, his son-in-law Lt, Col, John
Knight Witers was a prisoner. The
end"of the war was in sight and the
American Ay was fighting for every
foot of gronnd against a defeated, byt
still potent, German Army composed
of the troops that had escaped though
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ammelburg Raid-

the Falaise Gap afier the: Normamiy
‘invasion and made their way back to

Genatany snd regrouped east of the

- Rhilne River, In addition to the seasoned

German wroops who bad escaped from

‘Normandy, eIl dble-bodizd male Ger-_..
- mans of all ages werk mebilized to

make ‘the Amenicans pay dearly for

-every foor of grovnd taken. . -

Lt. Col, John Knight Waters, a West

" Point graduate snd the busband of Bea-

trice Paton, Gen. Patton’s danghtér, had
been captured in"the fighting in Tuiiisia,
Nowth Africe, in'1343-He was a prisoner
in Oflag 54 at Szubin, Poland, with
geveral bundred American Army offiexs.
When the Russian Army troops began to
threaten northemn Germany, the prisopers
in {Mlag 64 were marched on the road
gourth in mid-winter. They arrived at
Oflag XIB at Hammelburg in centgal
Germanty early in March. The group of
officers from the Battle of the Bulge and
other officer prisoners captored in North
Aftica and after the Normmandy invasion
were at Hommelburg, making a total of
aboul 1,500 American -officer prisoners
of war in the Oflag.

- T was a lieuteraut in Company D,
301t Regiment of the 94th Infantry
Division and was caphred by the
Germans " during the Battle of the

Bulge. After forced marches in blizzard

American iroaps liberating ORfap
64 i Hammelburg. Fhoto: Notiomat
XAH".;I..IT.H' .

weather and two freezing boxcar rides |
atrived at Hammelborg about 6 March,
the sume day Lt. Col, Walers and the
cificers from (Mflag 44 arrpved after

‘their forced markh.

Col. Paut R Geode, one of the Oflag
%4 mer. who bad been captured by the
{urmans in Mormandy, became the
semaor American officer at Harmmelburg

Cafter thair areival,. © -

The Acuerican front lities were-cast of

.. ihe Rhint River in nid-March and the
. Uicrman Army was putting. up-a fierce

defers:. (Gen. Patton claimed he did
aot know thar his son-in-law was at
Hammelburg bt military jntelligence
had incicated that the olTicers. from

~ Oflag 64 -had arrived there,

(i 26 March the Fourth Arinored

" Division Task Force, after a fierce artil-

12ty barrage and tank battle, crossed the
Mdin River and blasted its way through

‘the German lines at Ashaffenburg, It

headed ‘oward IIammelburg, 60 1niles
ingide the German lines. o
We. a3’ Kriegsyefangen, or Kriegies
{war prizoners), at the Oflag were gaunt
aad skinny and lacked -energy as we
mmilled around the compound. O 27
March we heard the sound of tanks and
aftiltery to-the west and black cloixds of
staoke rose over the horizen. We knew
the Americans were on their way and.
we were excited over the prospect of
being liberated, - o :

T T 7 Task Force Baum
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of the hill to the west of the camp
firing their glins in our direction. Some
German army vehicles sped ahéad
of them down the hill and past the
prison camp. When the Ametican Sher-
man tanks at the head of the column
appriacked the compound, the prison-
ers went inside the buildings as the
shells shricked toward us,

Jeveral ol ihe lumbering American
tanks appeared at the Oflag and fired
their gums. overhead and to each side
where they expected opposition, The
shells screamed through the air and the
- d#afening explosions echoed among

the buildings. Black smoke billowed up
over the camp as a building was hit and
Suwn consntted in Amnes.
~About 1430 hours two of the big Sher-
man tanks broke through the dotbie
barbed wire fenice, twrailing the wire
and nprooted fenceposts. The pavement
in the street cracked under the tanks’

weight

‘The American tanks on the hil! were
still firing their cannons and shells

continued to explode around the perim-
eter of the camp. A joyous feeling of
liberation prevailed among all of the
American PO'WS in the prison camp.

It was almost dark when I walked
through the gaping Jole in the fence
and up the hill. The 20Ws were gath-
ered armmd the tanks in-amall groups
as darkness drscended. We felt we wera
free men once again and would zoon
be back in the safety of the rear areas
behind (Le American feont lines. We
were & group of jubilant prisoners, but

- "thert was not much chance of fighting

alongside ovr liberators since we were

weak fiom our starvation diet during,

the past few months, Many of the freed
prrisoners returned to the Ofiag. -

As it got dack the tanks started to
crank up their éngines to prepare for the
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retuim to the American lines. While we
were standing around, some German
saldiers crept up and fired several
Pauseriaust rockers at the idling tanks.
One tank was hit 2nd burst into flames.

[ decided to go back to the Arnerican
lines with the tanks and climbe¢ up on
one of the Shermans along with five or
5K othor tormer prisoners. The. deek of

- the tank was crowded with extra tank

tracks, jemicans of gasoline and water
ond clusicrs of 76uun vhells. The tank
drivers gunned their motors and began
to move out. [ fell exposed high up
ahove the ground. As we moved out the
cold wind blew in my face and I.had
an_exhilarating and wonderful foeling
of freedom. - .

'Germans close in
None of us knew that hostile German

troops were closing in on the Task

Force retuming to the American lines,
When the German military units in the
area learned that the American tank
COnvoy Wis Loose-irside their lines they
began to cloge in. The Germans knew
the siz¢ of Taik Farce Baum. We had
seen @ small German reconnajssance
plane circling overhead hefore the Task
Force arrived at Hamme|burg,

I clung to thie top of the Sherman tank
43 it roared and pulld vul of the grotp
and became the jead tank of the soluwom

.in hostile enemy terfitory. The column of

tanks and other vehicles moved slowly
throngh the dark woods along 3 namow
road until a lag pile read block was
spoited sbont 200 yards ahead.

The column stopiped and the tanks
ground around with muck noise and con-
fusion and headed back in the opposite
direction. The Germass at the road block
fired several buzoowa or panzerfaust

- rockets at the columnin as we wete tuming

around. One of the rockets svooshed by
my head like a deadly Romin candie as -
it went past and exploded in the woods,
I felt the hedt and crouched down and
bung vn for dear life Tf the round had
been a few inehes closer and had kit the
tank all of us hanging o would have
been killed _ . '
When the ¢column slowed down, T
climbed down. from iny place.on the
lead tank aml ran back ahout 10 op
12 tanks and other vehicles in the

- eolumn and climbed up on the back -of

4 halftrack. Two other lieutenants and
I hung on and we stood on the narrow
metal flanige on the heck. I-fek relieved

- il g al wwmikmagoom



that I was no longer al the head of the
column behied the Genman lines.

The column of American tanks, half-
tracks ond other vehizies was bt aguin
with German rockets and panzerfaugts as
they tumed arovwnd: and headed toward
the town of Hessdorf,
with the ltberated prisoners hanging
ari headed back o Fill 427 and a larpe
clearing. When the convoy disbursed
around a big field, a grovp of liberated

officers mitled around the, tanks and .

halftracks that had pulled into the clear-

ing. In the conter of the cleardng was a -

* stone building and the wanks, halftracks
and pher vehiclgs formed a defensive
perimeter. [t was cxtremely coid and we
could hear the sound of German tanks
in the wils beyond.

Colonel Goode

After reaching the Oflag and breakiig

through the harbed wire and heading
back to the American lines with the
liberated prisoners whe could clinb
aboard, the tanks blusted their way
through the quiet countryside; Those
of us who were hanging on were xhil-
*. arated and happy at being free and

The  column .

Herndon Inge, Jr.~— 1944 -

headed for the American lines. | hung _
on the back of the halftrack for several
hours and was totally exhausted.

Ay il Beyan to get light, Col. Pawl
Goode climbed up om 2 tank and
annoanced that those of us who had
been liberated and whe wanted to stay

* with the task force and fight could do

au, but that he wag going back o the
(Hlay at Hammelburg,

‘He: jumped dowan from the tank and
produced 2 whire sheet and stareed
walking back toward the Cflag at Ham-
melburp with most of the POW;, includ-
ing me, foilowing. We welked 4t a rapid
pace down a narrow diet road in the
open German cowntryside to the Cflag,
now retaken by German soldiers.

. Although we were week and had not
caten of had a drink of water or slept
for over 24 hours, we fTollowed- Col,
Goode back toward the Hammelburg
Oflag. After we had gone about a miie
we heard the noise of a terrific battle
taking place, The Germans sumound-
ing the beleapucred Task Fores were
firing point blank at the tenks and other
vehicles with everythiag they had.

~ We could see columns of black smake

rizing up ovor the trees We trudged
the 11 or 12 miles back to the ORag

" and were exhausted when we got there,
" 'I'he German goards whe had taken off

when the tanks sarived had retormned

" and rececupied the Oflag.

At 0810 hours on 28 March the Task
Foree prepared to veturn wo the Amerj-
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can lines. On the command of Capt.
Baum the tanks roared o fife and began
to slowly rapve out. The halfiracks and
other vehicles started vp and moved in
w1th the tanks.

Germans attack
The-Gerntan tanks, tank destroyers

and heavy guns cut loose with every-

thing they had. The American tanks,
halltracks and other vehicles were hit
and many exploded in flames.

The German attack was well coordi-
nated. Fank destroyers with 90mm
cannons followed by German infantry

converged on the surrounded vehicles.

Thes 7ot pons on the American tanks
and lank destroyers wers no match for
the German 90mm puns. Capr. Boum
owrlercd all drivers ool o stop ot rond

biocks but 10 fight thewr way back 1o |

the Amenican lines destroying anything
in the way. Afler Capt, Baum's ord
to meve out, the cnslaught by the
Gérmans damaged ot dastfoyed nearly
all of the vehicles. Many ‘wenit up in
flames as their gas tanks exploded.
: Before leaving, Capt. Baum found a
. balfirack with a t2dic and he tappéd out
his last message to the Fourth Atmored
Division Headquarters in Morse Code:
" “Tagk Force Baum sureevnded, under
‘heavy fire. Request air support.”

When it appeared that the sityation
was hopeless, the men in the Task -
Force and the Temaining. liberated -

 officers.teck off into the woods and
- gome eventvally made # back to the
American lines. Most were recapiuted

as they went through the hostile G Gennan _

- woods &ad countryside.
POYs agalu

Thase of us who followed c.s.., Goode -

g 44 was liberated for a second and final time on § Apnl 45 by the U.S.

dth Armared Division. Prere cpurresy Nailaral Archiver.

returned exhausted to the db’sened
Oflag where we stayed for sevefal hours
before we were ordered to prepare to
leave under the watchfol eyes of fully-
atmed and equipped German-soldiers.
Lt. Col. Waters, while attempting a
iruce with the Germans when the tanks
armived, was shot by a German guard.
He: ‘was taken to the Oflag hospital and

.' a week later after the ‘American lines

had moved up, he meas evacuated to A
field hoapdital.

The Germansoldiers whn had r:.tnIrn:d .

to the Gflag were now armed and

" equipped foi comtbat: They -marched us:

the couple of miles down the steep road
fo the rail yards at Hammelburg where

we were ordered to et in box cars and.
were loekéd in. We were targets of our _
oWl P~4? and P-Sl &11‘ atta::ks and were_

4_
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piven no food, water or heat. The next
afterncon we arrived a1 Numbutg.at the -
heavily bﬂtnb-c.mmged rail yarde and-
marched 1o & prisom camp thete. .
Lt Col. John Knight Waters remained
in the Army and later became a 4-star
general, He sérved the United States
with distinction uatil he refired. He
wrote me asveral years prior to bis

- death that (fen; Patton, his father-
“in-law, did not know- that he was a
prizsoner at Hammelburg when ke serit

the Task Force through the fhent liti=s -
to liberate the American prisoners.
Gen. George. 8. Pation, v, “Cid

“Blood and Gruts,” was soumdly rep--

rimanded by toth Gen. Dwight D.
Eisenhower and Géi. Omar N. Bradley
for the abortive atiack on Hammelburg

~and the 1055 of the Task Fdrce. He tald
. Lﬂm‘;spundaﬂt& that he did mt?‘n
Qrce

until nine days after :he Tagk
reached ‘Hammelburg that his son- -
in-law was among the prisoners. He
produced his private diaries and szid
ke attempted to libstate the prison-
camipr becalise they were afraid thai the
Ametjean prisoners might be murdered
by the retreating Germans. Gen. Patton
later admifted: “I cap say this, that .-
(throughout the ampaign in Burope |
know of noerror F made except that

-of failing to send 2 combat. comimand

to take Hammelburg. Otherwise, my
uperatmns wers tome, 3lnctl}' .sansfax:- :
tory.” : . .
C'est la Guerrz, ' B 4
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